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SUPERIOR COURT OF WASHINGTON 

FOR SAN JUAN COUNTY 

  

 

THE LAW OFFICE OF JAMES P. GRIFO, LLC; a 

Washington State Limited Liability Company; and 

THE LAW OFFICE OF NICHOLAS POWER, 

PLLC, a Washington State Professional Limited 

Liability Company, 

 

    Plaintiffs, 

 

v. 

 

AMERICAN FEDERATION OF STATE, 

COUNTY AND MUNICIPAL EMPLOYEES, a 

labor union; WALTER BLAIR, as purported 

administrator of Local 114; COLIN MAYCOCK, 

as a member of Local 1849, President of Local 

1849, and as a member of American Federation of 

State, County, & Municipal Employees; JAEL 

KOMAC, a member of Local 114, as former 

President Local 114, and a member of American 

Federation of State, County, & Municipal 

Employees; LOCAL 1849, a labor union operating 

in the State of Washington; and LOCAL 114, a 

labor union operating in the State of Washington, 

 

    Defendants. 

  

  

NO.  19-2-05179-28 

 

ANSWER, AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSES, 

AND COUNTER CLAIM OF 

DEFENDANTS AFSCME, BLAIR, AND 

LOCAL 114  
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 Comes now the defendants, American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees; 

AFSCME Local 114; and Walter Blair as Administrator for Local 114 (collectively referred to hereinafter 

as “AFSCME”), by and through their  attorney of record, Edward Earl Younglove III of YOUNGLOVE 

& COKER, P.L.L.C., and, by way of answer to plaintiffs' Complaint, admit, deny, and allege as follows: 

I. INTRODUCTION 

1.1  AFSCME admits that the plaintiffs are making the claims identified therein which 

AFSCME more specifically responds to hereinafter and AFSCME denies that plaintiffs are entitled to 

relief on the claims identified therein.  

II. PARTIES 

2.1  AFSCME alleges that it is currently without sufficient information to form a belief as 

to the truth or falsity of the allegations in paragraph 2.1 of plaintiffs’ complaint and therefore denies 

same. 

2.2  AFSCME alleges that it is currently without sufficient information to form a belief as 

to the truth or falsity of the allegations in paragraph 2.2 of plaintiffs’ complaint and therefore denies 

same. 

2.3  AFSCME admits paragraph 2.3 of plaintiffs' Complaint. 

2.4  AFSCME admits paragraph 2.4 of plaintiffs' Complaint. 

2.5  AFSCME admits paragraph 2.5 of plaintiffs' Complaint. 

2.6  AFSCME admits paragraph 2.6 of plaintiffs' Complaint.  

2.7  AFSCME admits paragraph 2.7 of plaintiffs' Complaint. 

2.8  AFSCME admits paragraph 2.8 of plaintiffs' Complaint and alleges that Walter Blair 

is the duly appointed Administrator of AFSCME Local 114. 
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III. JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

3.1 AFSCME admits this Court has jurisdiction and that the plaintiffs hold property 

belonging to AFSCME as alleged in paragraph 3.1 of plaintiffs’ Complaint and denies each and every 

other complaint/allegation therein. 

3.2 AFSCME admits venue is proper as alleged in paragraph 3.2 of plaintiffs' Complaint 

and denies the remaining allegations for lack of current knowledge.  

IV.   FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS 

4.1 AFSCME admits the allegation in paragraph 4.1 of plaintiffs' Complaint that some of 

the defendants entered into a written fee agreement, and as to the remaining allegations therein, 

AFSCME alleges that it is currently without sufficient information to form a belief as to their truth or 

falsity and therefore denies same. 

4.2 AFSCME alleges that it is currently without sufficient information to form a belief as 

to truth or falsity of the allegations in paragraph 4.2 of plaintiffs’ Complaint and therefore denies same. 

4.3 AFSCME admits paragraph 4.3 of plaintiffs' Complaint. 

4.4 AFSCME admits that Exhibit A to the Complaint referred to in paragraph 4.4 of 

plaintiffs’ Complaint contains plaintiffs’ claims in the referenced proceeding and that it speaks for 

itself and denies each and every other allegation in paragraph 4.4 of plaintiffs’ Complaint. 

4.5 AFSCME denies the allegations in paragraph 4.5 of plaintiffs' Complaint. 

4.6 AFSCME admits the litigation referred to in paragraph 4.6 of plaintiffs’ Complaint was 

dismissed without prejudice and alleges that the court record best speaks to the other allegations 

therein and alleges that no further answer is required, and to the extent further response is required, 

AFSCME denies same. 
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4.7 AFSCME denies paragraph 4.7 of plaintiffs' Complaint and alleges that the file 

referenced therein belongs to AFSCME Local 114 and that release of the same to AFSCME Local 

1114 cannot as either a practical or legal matter jeopardize or prejudice the interest of AFSCME Local 

114. 

4.8 AFSCME denies paragraph 4.8 of plaintiffs' Complaint. 

4.9 AFSCME admits the allegation in paragraph 4.9 of plaintiffs’ Complaint that Council 

2 in conjunction with AFSCME requested the non-privileged financial portions of the file from 

plaintiffs, which was refused, and denies the remaining allegations therein. 

4.10   AFSCME admits the allegation in paragraph 4.10 of plaintiffs’ Complaint that Jeremy 

Kruse is the Deputy Administrator for AFSCME Local 114, that he authored the letter attached as 

Exhibit B, alleges that the letter speaks for itself, and denies the remaining allegations therein. 

4.11 AFSCME alleges in response to the allegations in paragraph 4.11 of plaintiffs’ 

Complaint that Exhibit B speaks for itself and denies the remaining allegations.  By way of further 

answer, AFSCME alleges that AFSCME’s counsel in this matter sent a letter to plaintiffs on December 

2, 2019, related to the administratorship of Local 114 duly established by AFSCME, a copy of which 

is attached hereto as Exhibit 1 (minus referenced exhibits to the letter). 

4.12 AFSCME admits the allegations in paragraph 4.12 of plaintiffs’ Complaint. 

4.13 AFSCME denies that plaintiffs have furnished their client file to Local 114 and as to 

the allegations regarding the furnishing of the file to other defendants.  AFSCME alleges it is without 

sufficient information to form a belief as to the truth of falsity of the remaining allegations in paragraph 

4.13 of plaintiffs’ Complaint and therefore denies same. 

/ / /  
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4.14 AFSCME is without sufficient information to form a belief as to the truth or falsity of 

the allegations regarding the actions of the plaintiffs’ alleged therein and therefore denies those 

allegations and denies the remaining allegations in paragraph 4.14 of plaintiffs’ Complaint. 

4.15 AFSCME denies the allegations in paragraph 4.15 of plaintiffs’ Complaint. 

4.16 AFSCME admits the allegations in paragraph 4.16 of plaintiffs’ Complaint. 

4.17 AFSCME does not believe any answer to paragraph 4.17 of plaintiffs’ Complaint is 

required, but to the extent an answer is required, AFSCME alleges it is without sufficient information 

to form a belief as to the truth or falsity of the allegations and therefore denies those allegations. 

4.18 AFSCME does not believe any answer to paragraph 4.18 of plaintiffs’ Complaint is 

required, but to the extent an answer is required, AFSCME denies same. 

V. COUNT I: INTERPLEADER OF CLIENT FILE 

5.1 AFSCME  answers the allegations in paragraph 5.1 of plaintiffs’ Complaint as 

previously set forth. 

5.2 AFSCME admits the general allegation alleged in paragraph 5.2 of plaintiffs’ 

Complaint as may be modified by law or court rule. 

5.3 AFSCME admits the allegation in paragraph 5.3 of plaintiffs’ Complaint that AFSCME 

Locals 114 and 1849 were named defendants and that plaintiffs have contractual and ethical 

obligations as to AFSCME Local 114 and allege insufficient knowledge to admit or deny the 

remaining allegations and therefor denies same. 

5.4 AFSCME admits the allegation in paragraph 5.4 of plaintiffs’ Complaint that the 

Administrator of Local 114 has asserted the right and legally has the right to the referenced file, which 

must be furnished to the Administrator, and denies every other allegation therein. 
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5.5 AFSCME admits the allegation in paragraph 5.5 of plaintiffs’ Complaint regarding the 

right of the Local 114 Administrator to a copy of the referenced client file and denies the remaining 

allegations to the extent they allege that such right requires a court determination. 

5.6 AFSCME denies the allegation in paragraph 5.6 of plaintiffs’ Complaint. 

5.7 AFSCME denies the allegation in paragraph 5.7 of plaintiffs’ Complaint. 

5.8 AFSCME denies the allegation in paragraph 5.8 of plaintiffs’ Complaint. 

5.9 AFSCME alleges it is without sufficient information to form a belief as to the truth or 

falsity of any actions alleged in paragraph 5.9 of plaintiffs’ Complaint regarding the plaintiffs’ conduct 

and therefore denies same and denies any suggestion in paragraph 5.9 of plaintiffs’ Complaint that the 

file should not be tendered to AFSCME. 

VI. COUNT II: DECLARATORY RELIEF 

6.1 AFSCME answers the allegations in paragraph 6.1 of plaintiffs’ Complaint as 

previously set forth. 

6.2 AFSCME answers the allegations in paragraph 6.2 of plaintiffs’ Complaint that the 

referenced statute speaks for itself and that no further answer is required, and to the extent any answer 

is required, AFSCME denies same. 

6.3 AFSCME alleges it is without sufficient information to form a belief as to the truth or 

falsity of the allegations in paragraph 6.3 of plaintiffs’ Complaint and therefore denies same. 

6.4 AFSCME alleges it is without sufficient information to form a belief as to the truth or 

falsity of the allegations in paragraph 6.4 of plaintiffs’ Complaint and therefore denies same. 

6.5 AFSCME denies the allegations in paragraph 6.5 of plaintiffs’ Complaint to the extent 

they are in reference to AFSCME and as the to the remaining defendants, AFSCME alleges it is 
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without sufficient information to form a belief as to the truth or falsity of the other allegations therein 

and therefore denies same. 

6.6 AFSCME admits the allegations in paragraph 6.6 of plaintiffs’ Complaint. 

6.7 AFSCME alleges that plaintiffs’ Complaint speaks for itself, that no answer is required 

as to paragraph 6.7 of plaintiffs’ Complaint, and denies that plaintiffs are entitled to the declaratory 

relief sought. 

6.8 AFSCME denies the allegation in paragraph 6.8 of plaintiffs’ Complaint with regard to 

AFSCME. 

VII.  RELIEF REQUESTED 

WHEREAS, paragraphs 7.1 through 7.4 contains prayers for damages and relief, and to the 

extent that the prayer for relief requires any answer, AFSCME specifically denies the same. 

 By way of further answer and affirmative defenses, AFSCME alleges as follows: 

VIII. AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSES 

8.1 Those defenses enumerated in CR 12(b), which at the option of the pleader, are being 

asserted herein rather than by motion pending further discovery.  Upon request and after conducting 

discovery in this case, AFSCME will withdraw any of the affirmative defenses that are unsupported 

by facts revealed in pretrial discovery and investigation, should there be any. 

8.2 Some or all of plaintiffs’ claims fail to state facts sufficient to constitute a cause of 

action or to state a claim upon which relief can be granted to plaintiffs. 

8.3 Plaintiffs’ claims may be barred in whole or in part by the doctrine of waiver, estoppels, 

laches and/or waiver. 

/ / /  
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8.4 All or a portion of plaintiffs’ claims are barred by its failure to exhaust contractual or 

administrative remedies. 

8.5 Failure to mitigate damages.  

8.6 Unjust enrichment. 

8.7 Prevention of Performance. 

8.8 Statute of frauds. 

8.9 Statute of limitations.  

8.10 Offset. 

8.11 Accord and satisfaction. 

8.12 failure to join an indispensable party 

8.13 unclean hands 

8.14 In the event that AFSCME is found to have any fault in this matter, AFSCME is entitled 

to apportionment of any fault pursuant to RCW 4.22.070. 

IX.  COUNTER CLAIM  

For cause of action and counter claim against plaintiffs, AFSCME alleges: 

9.1 AFSCME realleges its answers as previously set forth. 

9.2 AFSCME Local 114 and its Administrator are entitled to an accounting from plaintiffs 

of any and all fees, costs, expenses, or other expenditures by plaintiffs which plaintiffs allege were 

incurred in rendering the professional services to AFSCME Local 114, together with an accounting of 

all payments received, from any source, by plaintiffs for such services. 

X. RESERVATION OF RIGHT TO AMEND 

 10.1 AFSCME reserves the right to amend this answer to include such further counter 





mailto:nickedpower@gmail.com
mailto:nickedpower@gmail.com
mailto:jpg@grifolaw.com
mailto:jpg@grifolaw.com
mailto:jaelraek@gmail.com
mailto:jaelraek@gmail.com
mailto:oleaginous73@yahoo.com
mailto:oleaginous73@yahoo.com









	answer
	Copier@ylclaw.com_20191218_140920

